
 

 
 

Supporting Affordable Housing for Working Californians and 
Vulnerable Communities 

 

Resolution No.__________ 

WHEREAS: 

Affordable housing, including public housing, provides homes for working people, 
seniors, people with disabilities, and families struggling to make ends meet; and 

WHEREAS: 

Affordable housing helps to ensure that working communities will not be displaced from 
their neighborhoods due to gentrification and skyrocketing rents in an unregulated 
market.  It also ensures the next generation of everyday citizens will have affordable 
housing; and  

WHEREAS: 

The lack of affordable housing places undue stress on local economies, affecting 
working people as they are faced with high rents and mortgages; and 

WHEREAS: 

Although vouchers make up the largest percentage of affordable housing programs in 
the country, people using vouchers are more racially and economically segregated than 
people in traditional public housing; and 

WHEREAS: 

Today’s housing policies, particularly in Southern California, are unsuited to the needs 
of ordinary people and working families, who are forced to pay unreasonable rents and 
mortgages. Despite the housing crisis, the federal government spends far more on tax 
breaks for corporations and the wealthy than it does on affordable housing programs to 
meet the needs of most residents; and 

WHEREAS: 

Los Angeles is the Homeless Capital of the United States and a City in which one out of 
every four households lives in poverty. Moreover, 64% of its residents are renters and a 
majority of those renters are paying the highest percentage of their income to rent in the 
country1; and  

WHEREAS: 

Additional cities and neighborhoods across Los Angeles County, Orange County, San 
Diego County, and other environs in which AFSCME members work and live are 
witnessing skyrocketing rents, unaffordable mortgages and growing homelessness and 
displacement of traditional communities; and 

WHEREAS: 

                                                           
1
 Larry Gross, Executive Director of the Coalition for Economic Survival 



California’s Costa-Hawkins Housing Act, a law backed by wealthy business interests, 
severely weakened local rent control laws such as famously implemented in Santa 
Monica in the 1980s and effectively incentivized landlords through “vacancy decontrol” 
to push out their low-rent tenants in order to raise rents;  

Therefore, be it resolved:  

AFSCME District Council 36 supports policies that provide working people and all 
vulnerable communities with a safe and stable environment in which to live in and retire 
with dignity. This includes legislation designed to generate funding for the preservation 
of public housing as well as the production of new units of affordable housing. Council 
36 supports AB 1506, in particular, a state bill currently in the legislature that repeals the 
Costa-Hawkins Housing Act and helps to alleviate the housing crisis. 

 

SUBMITTED BY:  

Executive Board, AFSCME District Council 36 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________         _______________________________           ___________________ 

Committee Assignment      Committee Recommendation         Committee Action 
 


